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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . (3 This communication is responsive to 09/12/2006 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1,4-7,9-14.26,29-32 and 34-39 . 

3. K Acknowledgment is made of a daim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) El All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. S Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments see pages 11-12, filed 09/1 2/2006, with respect to claims 
1 ,4-7,9-14, 26,29-32 and 34-39 have been fully considered and are persuasive. 



Allowable Subject Matter 



2. Claims 1 ,4-7,9-14, 26,29-32 and 34-39 are allowed. 

3. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Regarding claims 1 and 26, prior art references fail to teach of notifying the user 
of the presence of dust/dirt on the platen in response to the detection of the presence of 
dirt/dust and clearing the notification in response to the opening operation of a 
document feeder; determining whether or not the dust/dirt has been removed from the 
platen in a state that the read-while-feed operation is inhibited and allowing the read- 
while-feed operation when the dust/dirt has been removed. 

4. It follows that dependent claims 4-7,9-1 4,29-32 and 34 are inherently allowable 
for depending on an allowable base claim. 
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Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Michael 
Burleson whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-7460 and fax number is (571 ) 273- 
7460. The examiner can normally be reached Monday thru Friday from 8:00 a.m. - 
4:30p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, David Moore can be reached at (571) 272-7437. 
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